Sunday, July 5, 2009

Isaac Backus: A True Patriot
Isaiah 62:1

For Zion's sake | will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake | will not remain quiet,
till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing
torch. Isaiah 62:1 (NIV)

Isaac Backus was a Baptist and-a champion of freedom.

A. Many, like Jefferson, wanted a church sponsored by civil government

A Thomas Jefferson promoted the Congregational Church model th
received tax revenue.

A Consider the spiritual condition of Britain. Wherever this model
has been embraced throughout the history of mankind the result
has ALWAYS been the death of the denomination.

A No one can serve two masters, Either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.

You cannot serve both God and money. Matthew 6:24
B. Others, like Backus, wanted a free church with no influence from
government
Backus knew that faith would flourish under true freedom and the
result would be a vibrant church.

A But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 3:20

A This weekend thank God for America and the sacrifice of those
who not only gave us political freedom but also religious freedom.

C. The brilliance of our republic is a free church that is not dependent upon
the government therefore free to influence government
The church is in danger of losing this freedom with the
encroachment of government into religious life.

A Christians should be the best citizens of America.

A Christians then, as citizens, are free to influence and demand a
moral government.
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the state not because they are beneath the interests of the state,

but, quite to the contrary, because they are too high and holy
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