
Sunday, October 18, 2009 

Good verses the Gospel 
Luke 15:25-31 

 

1. Don’t be g  . 

• Religious moralism: a lifestyle that focuses on m   

behavior as the standard for life and r   practices 

that are measured by morality. 

• The dangers of religious moralism. 

Religious moralism teaches you to do m , do h           . 

Religious moralism is more about y       and less about    

G   . 

Religious moralism is about y   control of God 

rather than G   control of your life. 

 

2. The elder brother was good. 

"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 

went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, 'Look! 

All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 

with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered 

your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf 

for him!' 31 

• The elder brother syndrome causes u   . 

• The elder brother syndrome misses the j   of the Lord. 

• The elder brother syndrome fails to f    the Gospel. 

• The elder brother syndrome m   the love of God. 

 

3. Be c    by the Gospel. 

• The Gospel results in g       things. 

• The Gospel is story. 

• The Gospel fulfills our m   . 

• Allow the Gospel to take you captive this week. 
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1. Don’t be good. 

• Religious moralism: a lifestyle that focuses on moral behavior as 

the standard for life and religious practices that are measured by 

morality. 

• The dangers of religious moralism. 

Religious moralism teaches you to do more, do harder. 

Religious moralism is more about you and less about God. 

Religious moralism is about your control of God rather than 

DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

 

2. The elder brother was good. 

"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 

went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, 'Look! 

All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 

with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered 

your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf 

for him!' 31 

• The elder brother syndrome causes unhappiness. 

• The elder brother syndrome misses the joy of the Lord. 

• The elder brother syndrome fails to fulfill the Gospel. 

• The elder brother syndrome misses the love of God. 

 

3. Be captivated by the Gospel. 

• The Gospel results in good things. 

• The Gospel is story. 

• The Gospel fulfills our mission. 

• Allow the Gospel to take you captive this week. 


