
The Parable of the
Workers in the 

Vineyard
Matthew 20:1-16



GRACE IS 
BETTER THAN 

JUSTICE



JUSTICE:
• The first group: the laborers hired first 

represent those who have followed Christ 
the longest.

– He agreed to pay them a denarius for the 
day and sent them into his vineyard, vs. 2.

– So when those came who were hired first, 
they expected to receive more. But each 
one of them also received a denarius,  
verse 10.



• Do not ask God to be just. 

–Our justice in life and relationships 
is tainted.

–The man or woman who lives only 
by the standard of justice will 
eventually condemn themselves.

– Justice without grace is harsh. 



In what way do I have a 
sense of entitlement 

because I am a member of 
this church?

Please answer this question: 



GRACE:
• The second group include all 

who were hired 9 AM and 
after.  

–9 AM, verse 3

–Noon and 3 PM, verse 5

–5 PM, verse 6



GRACE:
• God treats no one unfairly, 

but God also chooses to treat 
some more leniently then 
they deserve. 



• Grace people tend to be 
forgiving, lenient, and loving. 

• Grace without justice can be a 
license for chaos. 

• Grace does not mean you get a 
free pass. 



GRACE IS 
BETTER THAN 

JUSTICE



God chooses to give grace and 
places emphasis on ALL 

disciples. 
• The rich young man and Peter 

illustrate this truth.

• verse 16, linked to 19:30, So 
the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.



ωOffer grace over justice.

– ALL TRUE DISCIPLES ARE 
EQUAL IN HIS EYES.

– Always treat people fairly.

– Led by the Lord, offer 
extravagant grace to others.



GRACE IS 
BETTER THAN 

JUSTICE
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